Jimenez
lifts
Mohawks
in 30T

Jimenez the hero
a5 Mohawks punch
ticket to titke game

WLAEN SCRLTT
ikt B ER T H D

AMES = 1 was a perfect ma-
mewd o thi Mobuwh Heckey
Chot

Loxchorll i i 1= 1 Ve weud headling
e e vt prrical in the
scinifiialy of Phe Midweal Iigh
Schood Hockey Leagoe vs, the De
MEoines Ok Leals, 4 Jong game
wan gither going
o orud i hation
of  hestbeeak.

Zaxch [imcmex
ke The formeT,

Wih feal
oved M) socoirdy
|J.|$¢'d n e
Ehird oweriime,
the Mohwia® Smenes
lacob Lang gt
the puck behind
the Oak Leafv'
poal gl Ired 10
wrap azzmdl assd
woare, The puck
alid pasd  goal
Ok Leafs goalie
Spencer Morlh-  odenry
Wy il et e
waiting stick of [imenee, who
dhihry"t mlss bk ¢ hanee.

Whem B srw the puck cross
Ehe lisg, the fosl wiss & blur o
Eber rimhirr. Hie and ks lesmmales
esced $o Ehe Mohawi secthon of
Ehe crowd. homped up om the
gland sl vhe pasty wai of, £l
cbealing the Mahawic first ip
Eoibe Anals sines 2006,

=W had fwn or three smi-
Lo ey hmneghoast Uhe rther
e B il | Dt et e,
il s, wrhial e MRt
What a great moment for the
bore and 1.7 limenes aaid,

It e 3 haitbe all garns & et
o thut pusieni

T Dol Lt o | oo,
A% sepowads info e fird pesdod to
put 13 Mohaiwks ina 10 Bols,
ol Vrizgg changrd aboxt theim,

Phrine wir AMENET, Pagr B

Jimenez

From B1

though, as they brought
the physicality and en-
ergy throughout the game.
Sometimes the physical play
spilled into penalty trouble,
bt the Mohawks shined in
that department as well,
killing all eight of the Oak
Leafs’ power-play opportu-
nities, including a 5-on-3in
the first. The reason: goalie
Erik Melenry.

“T knew that I had to stop
everything else to give us a
chance,” McHenry said. “I

knew we had to start play-
ing our game and I needed
to help them by stopping
everything I could.”

McHenry finished the
game off with 40 saves on
41 shots, and made a couple
of nice saves in the overtime
periods just to keep the
game going. To his coaches,
his rebound control was the
difference.

“Whether he took it in or
deflected it to the corner, he
just did a magnificent job
with that"” co-coach Rich
Gores said. “That's what
the Oak Leafs were looking
for to try to get those re-

bounds. They were crashing
that hard and he swallowed
them all up”

Offensively, chances
were not hard to come by,
but Northway turned away
nearly everything he faced.

The Mohawks finally tied
the game up on a goal by Ben
Blaha, assisted by Wesley
Stricker and Isaac Donahoo,
in the second period.

The 1-1 battle resumed all
the way through two tough
overtime  periods  before
Jimencz's goal ended it carly
in the third.

“It's the greatest feel-
ing ever]” McHenry said

of his vantage point. “The
game is finally over, we've
been working so hard and 1
stopped so many pucks, and
it'sthe greatest feeling ever:'

The Mohawks advance to
Sunday's lla.m. champi-
onship to meet the winner
between Sioux City and the
Dies Moines Capitals. & win
would give them their first
title since 1997.

“It means evervthing,”
Jimenez said. “We're play-
ing for our city right now,
playing for our familics and
playing for everybody back
home. Everybody is on this
journey withus”




